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Honorary Consultant
Breast Unit Guy's Hospital A master surgeon teaches by explaining the steps of each operation time and time again to his assistants. All the same, and especially if abdominal approaches to gynaecological surgery have been learned first, the steps of the vaginal operations which then have to be mastered as it were upside down are sometimes difficult to follow. This book with a clear text, colour photographs which for the most part are good, and clear line drawings which further explain the photographs allows the tyro to study at leisure what he sees in the operating theatre. Even experienced surgeons may improve their techniques: the operations of vaginal hysterectomy for benign and malignant conditions by several techniques as well as repair operations, conization of the cervix and marsupialization of Bartholin's gland are treated in 13 different sections. Good art paper (quite a lot of it wasted) and satisfactory colour reproduction make this an attractive book for all who wish to become proficient in vaginal surgery. ELLIOT Although it fails in its aim to provide 'a practical manual for workers in the field' (except for a few passages, e.g. that on infestations) it does provide a collection of essays by general practitioners which reflects the variety of their individual interests and approaches. The first two sections on the organization ofchild care and on preventive medicine contain few practical details, but they are generally informative and the data on childhood illness in general practice which they present emphasize the need for future studies. The section on the child and legislation is particularly useful, but most readers will wish to peruse paediatric reference books for information on such topics as the aetiology of hypsarrhythmia, or the varieties of inheritance of chromosome translocations.
The three sections on clinical care contain some excellent reviews of the literature but I was disappointed by the coverage of common problems such as the examination of hips in the newborn, rational antimicrobial therapy, and asymptomatic heart murmurs. The 'mini paediatrician' has been rejected by the Royal College of General Practitioners but the scientific management of common problems and the identification of imp ortant rarer conditions could be established in general practice with less dependence on hospital paediatrics.
There is an excellent final section which contains chapters on the ill-treated child and the handicapped child. Inthe chapter on family care the authors write from personal experience, carefully thought over and clearly set out. This is an important book; it is useful and readable. It should stimulate discussion between doctors who care for children and it should also encourage research.
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